Understanding Resident Perspectives on
Fertilizer Usage and Fertilizer Ordinances:
A Case Study of Hernando County, Florida

Yilin Zhuang', Hayk Khachatryan?, William Lester?, Younghyeon Jeon'

TUF/IFAS Mid-Florida Research and Education Center
2 UF/IFAS Extension Hernando County



8l| Objectives

To understand Hernando County
residents' fertilizer usage behaviors and
attitudes towards current fertilizer
ordinance.

To provide guidelines for developing
educational resources geared towards
fostering responsible fertilizer
applications.



}l| Methods

e Survey: online, incentivized

* Questionsinclude knowledge of lawn care
practices, awareness of county fertilizer
ordinance, current landscape condition, lawn
care practices, and fertilizer use practices.

e Distributed via County Extension and County
Utilities networks

e Only Hernando County residents
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Methods \

* Focus group meetings: in person and
online, incentivized

* Anindependent facilitator

e Current fertilizer application practices
and understanding and concerns
related to current fertilizer ordinance

* |nviting participants directly from the
survey pool




Who manages your lawn? I

» 383 usable responses

Results

e 959% confident level




Results: Knowledge of Fertilizer Ordinance
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Results: Fertilizer Use Behaviors
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