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Objectives

To understand Hernando County 
residents' fertilizer usage behaviors and 
attitudes towards current fertilizer 
ordinance. 

To provide guidelines for developing 
educational resources geared towards 
fostering responsible fertilizer 
applications. 
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Methods

• Survey: online, incentivized

• Questions include knowledge of lawn care 
practices, awareness of county fertilizer 
ordinance, current landscape condition, lawn 
care practices, and fertilizer use practices. 

• Distributed via County Extension and County 
Utilities networks

• Only Hernando County residents
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Methods

• Focus group meetings: in person and 
online, incentivized

• An independent facilitator

• Current fertilizer application practices 
and understanding and concerns 
related to current fertilizer ordinance

• Inviting participants directly from the 
survey pool 
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Results • 383 usable responses

• 95% confident level
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Who manages your lawn?



Results: Knowledge of Fertilizer Ordinance

23%

6%

7%

7%

7%

22%

29%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%

December 15 - March 15

January 1 - March 30

January 15 - March 15

May 1 - August 30

May 15 - September 15

June 1 - September 30

I don't know

Number of Responses

6



Results: Fertilizer Use Behaviors
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When Your Lawn Was Usually Fertilized
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