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33462 Solway Dr. Webster (Ridge Manor Estates)

In January 2013 My husband and ! bought two acres in Ridge Manor Estates. When we moved
our big family to Florida permanently in 2015, |, Elizabeth, designed and built a large house to
accommodate taking care my husband’s mother, our four children, as well as the many guests
and extended family. There are no residences to the East, West or North of us but our
neighbors to the South have residences about 100’ from ours.

At the beginning of this year Kevan and | felt it necessary to develop some of our unused land
to make us more self sustaining with food prices rising and the possibility of food shortages.
We decided to make a big garden and have some chickens on the second acre we had
bought. We also wondered if we might have a couple of goats in the future; maybe in a couple
of years from now. As we planned and started on our project, we realized, about a month ago,
that we may have to rezone our property to accommodate a dozen chickens.

| designed a secure place where our chickens will not get eaten by predators (including
racoons, opossums, coyotes, owls, hawks, eagles, snakes and the like), and a garden that is
fortified against diggers, climbers and flyers. There are a lot of animals out here in Ridge
Manor! | made sure in planning that it was 25’ from the edge of the property where | would put
the renovated fort for the chickens. The chicken coop is 7’x7’and 6’ high. The chicken run is
20°x24, with a height of 6’-8’ and the garden is 38’x45’ with a proposed aviary netting of 6’-10’".

We are on a ridge about 80’ above sea level. Our two lots are on a hill which drains diagonally Yo
the NE. We have our own 100’ well over 90’ from our septic system. The chicken run is over

100’ East of our residence. The garden and chicken run is in a place where no trees grew
previously on a sand slope to the NE. In designing the garden, | incorporated raised beds and
erosion control by having the bottom of the fencing to have two 2x6 edges. | have purchased
composted tree mulch from a local company to fill my raised beds and am anticipating using
chicken manure as a fertilizer as well. | am using lime to control insects and keep the chicken
area clean.
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