
RFP No. 22-R00049fTPR - LOBBYING SERVICES 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
HERNANDO COUNTY, FLORIDA 
CONTRACT NO. 22-R00049/TPR 

AUGUST, 2022 

THIS Agreement made and entered into this \Qt~ day of ~ cMblr, 2oaa_, 
by and between HERNANDO COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, 15470 Flight Path Drive, 
Brooksville, Florida, a political subdivision of the State of Florida, hereinafter called the County and Sunrise 
Consulting Group, 5957 Riviera Lane, New Port Richey, FL 34655, duly authorized to conduct business in the State 
of Florida, hereinafter called the Professional. 

WI T N E S S ET H: 

SECTION 1. The County does hereby retain the Professional to furnish certain services in connection with: 

Lobbying Services 

SECTION 2. The Professional and the County mutually agree to furnish, each to the other, the respective 
services, information and terms as described in Exhibit "A", attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

Before any additions or deletions to the work described in Exhibit "A" , and before undertaking any changes or 
revisions to such work, the parties shall negotiate any necessary cost changes and shall enter into a supplemental 
written Agreement covering such modifications and the compensation to be paid therefor. 

Reference herein to this Agreement shall be considered to include any supplement thereto. 

Reference herein to County Administrator shall mean the Hernando County Administrator or its designee. 

SECTION 3. The services indicated in Exhibit "A" to be rendered by the Professional shall be commenced , 
subsequent to the execution of this Agreement, upon written notice from the Hernando County Administrator and or 
its designee and shall be completed within TBD days from the date of issuance of the Purchase Order and/or 
Notice to Proceed. This Agreement will become effective October 1, 2022, it is a three (3) year contract with two 
(2) one (1) year renewals. 

SECTION 4. The Professional agrees to provide Project Schedule progress reports in a format acceptable to the 
County, either monthly or at intervals established by the County. The County will be entitled at all times to be 
advised, at its request, as to the status of work being done by the Professional and of the details thereof. 
Coordination shall be maintained by the Professional with representatives of the County . Either party to the 
Agreement may request and be granted a conference. 

SECTION 5. In the event there are delays on the part of the County as to the approval of any of the materials 
submitted by the Professional, as if there are delays occasioned by circumstances beyond the control of the 
Professional which delay the project schedule completion date, the County shall grant to the Professional, by 
"Letter of Time Extension" an extension of the Contract time, equal to the aforementioned delays, provided there 
are no changes in compensation or scope of work, except those changes that may be agreed upon between the 
parties hereto. 

It shall be the respons ibility of the Professional to ensure at all times that sufficient Contract time remains within 
which to complete all services on the project. In the event there have been delays that would affect the project 
completion date, the Professional shall submit a written request to the County that identifies the reason(s) for the 
delay and the amount of time related to each reason . The County shall timely review the request and make a 
determination as to granting all or part of the requested extension. 

In the event Contract time expires and the Professional has not requested , or if the County has denied an extension 
of the completion date, partial progress payments will be stopped on the date time expires. No further payment for 
the project will be made until a time extension is granted or all work has been completed and accepted by the 
County. 
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SECTION 6. The Professional shall maintain an adequate and competent professional staff within the State of 
Florida and may associate with Specialists, Sub-Professionals and/or other Professionals, for the purpose of its 
services hereunder, without additional cost to the County. Should the Professional desire to utilize other Specialists, 
Sub-Professionals and/or Professionals in the performance of the work, the Professional shall be responsible for 
satisfactory completion of all such Specialists', Sub-Professionals' and/or other Professionals' work, and may not 
assign or transfer work under this Agreement to other Specialists, Sub-Professionals or Professionals unless 
approved in writing by the County. It is agreed that only Specialists, Sub-Professionals and/or other Professionals 
which have been approved by an authorized representative of the County will be used by the Professional. It is 
also agreed that the County will not, except for services so designated herein, or as · may be approved by the 
County, if applicable, permit or authorize the Professional to perform less than the total Contract work with other 
than its own organization. 

SECTION 7. All final plans, documents, reports , studies and other data prepared by the Professional will bear 
the endorsement of a person in the full employ of the Professional and duly registered in the appropriate 
professional category. 

a) After the County's acceptance of final plans and documents, a reproducible form of the Professional's 
drawings, tracings, plans and maps will be provided to the County. Upon completion of construction by 
the Contractor, the Professional shall furnish acceptable field verified "record drawings" of full-size 
prints. The Professional shall signify, by affixing an appropriate endorsement, on every sheet of the 
record sets, that the work shown on the endorsed sheets was reviewed by the Professional. With the 
tracings and the record sets of prints, the Professional shall submit three (3) final sets of operation and 
maintenance manuals. 

b) The Professional shall not be liable for use by the County of said plans, documents, studies or other 
data for any purpose other than stated in the Scope of Services, Exhibit "A" of this Agreement. 

SECTION 8. All tracings, plans, specifications, maps, surveys, field survey notes, and/or reports prepared or 
obtained under this Agreement shall be considered works made for hire and shall become the property of the 
County restricted to the terms of (7) above; and reproducible copies shall be made available, upon request, at 
direct printing costs, to the County at any time during the period of this Agreement. The County will have the right 
to visit the site for inspection of the work and the drawings of the Professional at any time. Unless changed by 
written Agreement of the parties, said site shall be the address of the firm. Records of cost incurred under the 
terms of this Agreement shall be maintained and made available upon request of the County at all times during the 
period of this Agreement and for three (3) years after final payment is made. Copies of these documents and 
records shall be furnished to the County upon request at direct printing cost. 

Records of cost incurred includes the Professional project accounting records, together with supporting documents 
and records of the Professional and all Specialists, Sub-Professionals and/or other Professionals performing work 
on the project, and all other records of the Professional and Specialists, Sub-Professionals and/or other 
Professionals considered necessary by the County for a proper audit of project costs. 

Whenever travel costs are included in Exhibit B, the provisions of Section 112.061 (Current Edition) , Florida 
Statutes, shall govern as to reimbursable costs. 

The Professional shall furnish to the County at direct printing cost all final work documents, papers and letters, or 
any other such materials which may be subject to the provisions of Chapter 119 (Current Edition) , Florida Statutes, 
made or received by the Professional in conjunction with this project. Failure by the Professional to provide such 
records shall be grounds for immediate unilateral cancellation of the Agreement by the County. 

SECTION 9. The Professional shall comply with all federal , state and local laws and ordinances applicable to the 
work or payment thereof, and shall not discriminate on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in 
the performance of work under this Agreement. 

SECTION 10. The County agrees to pay the Professional compensation as detailed in Exhibit B, attached hereto 
and made a part hereof. Unless otherwise agreed to, this is a lump sum Contract. No additional fees or expenses 
will be paid by the County. 

REV 11/5/18 LR 2018-663 



RFP No. 22-R00049/TPR - LOBBYING SERVICES AUGUST, 2022 

SECTION 11. The Professional is employed to render a professional service only and that payments made to the 
Professional are compensation solely for such services rendered and recommendations made in carrying out the 
work. The Professional shall perform and complete all work in a workmanlike manner to the best of its abilities and 
in accordance with sound engineering and professional consulting practices and principles. 

In performing construction phase services, the Professional may be requested to act as agent of County. The 
Professional's review or supervision of work prepared or performed by other individuals or firms employed by the 
County shall not relieve those individuals or firms of complete responsibility for the adequacy of their work. 

SECTION 12. The County may terminate this Agreement in whole or in part at any time the interest of the County 
requires such termination. 

a) If the County reasonably determines that the performance of the Professional is not satisfactory, the 
County shall have the option of: 

1) immediately terminating the Agreement and paying the Professional for work reasonably 
satisfactorily performed hereunder through the date of termination ; 

2) notify the Professional of the deficiency, with a requirement that the deficiency be 
corrected within a reasonable specified time, otherwise the Agreement will be so 
terminated at the end of such time, and the Professional shall be paid for work 
satisfactorily completed to such specified date. 

b) If the County requires termination of the Agreement for reasons other than unsatisfactory performance 
of the Professional, the County shall notify the Professional of such termination and specify the state of 
work at which time the Agreement is to be terminated , and the Professional shall be entitled to receive 
payment of all work reasonably satisfactorily performed hereunder through the date of termination . An 
allowance for satisfactory work in progress but not yet completed shall be made. 

c) If the Agreement is terminated before performance is completed , the Professional shall be paid for 
work satisfactorily performed. Payment is to be on the basis of substantiated costs, not to exceed the 
percentage of the work performed. 

SECTION 13. Adjustment of compensation and Contract time because of any major changes in the work that may 
become necessary or desirable as the work progresses shall be left to the absolute discretion of the County and 
supplemental Agreement(s) of such a nature as required may be entered into by the parties in accordance 
herewith. 

SECTION 14. All words used herein in the singular form shall extend to and include the plural. All words used in 
the plural form shall extend to and include the singular. All words used in any gender shall extend to and include all 
genders. 

SECTION 15. The Professional shall procure and maintain professional liability insurance for protection from 
claims arising out of performance of professional services caused by a negligent error, omission or act for which the 
insured is legally liable; such professional liability insurance will provide coverage in the amount of $1 ,000,000 min. 
Proof of insurance shall be provided to the County upon execution of this Agreement. 

Additionally , the Professional shall procure and maintain Commercial General Liability insurance in the amount of 
$1 ,000,000/$2,000,000; $1,000,000 for Auto; and Statutory amounts for Worker's Compensation coverage 
whenever Professional enters County property. 

The Professional will also cause professional Specialists and/or Sub-Professionals retained by Professional for the 
project to procure and maintain comparable professional liability insurance coverage. Before commencing the 
work the Professional shall furnish the County a certificate(s) showing compliance with this paragraph (Exhibit C). 
Said,certificate(s) shall provide that policy(s) shall not be changed or canceled until thirty (30) days prior written 
notice has been given to the County; Hernando County is named as additional insured as to Commercial General 
Liability and Certificate Holder must read: Hernando County Board of County Commissioners. 

SECTION 16. The Professional warrants that he has not employed or retained any company or person, other 
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than a bona fide employee working solely for the PROFESSIONAL, to solicit or secure this Agreement, and that he 
has not paid or agreed to pay any person, company, corporation , individual or firm any fee, commission, 
percentage, gift or any other consideration, contingent upon or resulting from the award or making of this 
Agreement. It is understood and agreed that the term "fee" shall also include brokerage fee, however denoted. 

a) For the breach of violation of Paragraph (16) the County shall have the right to terminate this 
Agreement without liability and, at its discretion, to deduct from the Contract price, or otherwise 
recover, the full amount of such fee, commission, percentage, gift or consideration . 

SECTION 17. Unless otherwise required by law or judicial order, the Professional agrees that it shall make no 
statements, press releases or publicity releases concerning the Agreement or its subject matter or otherwise 
disclose or permit to be disclosed any of the data or other information obtained or furnished in compliance with this 
Agreement, or any particulars thereof, during the period of the Agreement, without first notifying the County and 
securing its consent in writing . The Professional also agrees that it shall not publish , copyright or patent any of the 
site-specific data furnished in compliance with this Agreement; it being understood that, under Paragraph 8 hereof, 
such data or information is the property of the County . This does not include materials previously or concurrently 
developed by the Professional for "In House" use. Only data generated by Professional for work under this 
Agreement shall be the property of the County. 

SECTION 18. Standards of Conduct - Conflict of Interest - The Professional covenants and agrees that it and its 
employees shall be bound by the standards of conduct provided in Florida Statutes 112.313 (Current Edition) as it 
relates to work performed under this Contract, which standards is hereby incorporated and made a part of this 
Contract as though set forth in full. The Professional agrees to incorporate the provisions of this paragraph in any 
subcontract into which it might enter with reference to the work performed. 

SECTION 19. The County reserves the right to suspend, cancel or terminate the Agreement in the event one or 
more of the Professional's Corporate Officers is indicted or has a direct information issued against him for any 
crime arising out of or in conjunction with any work being performed by the Professional for or on behalf of the 
County under this Agreement without penalty. It is understood and agreed that in the event of such termination , 
that reproducible copies of all tracings, plans, specifications, maps, and data prepared or obtained under this 
Agreement shall immediately be turned over to the County in conformity with the provisions of Paragraph 8 hereof. 
The Professional shall be compensated for its services rendered up to the time of any such termination in 
accordance with Paragraph 12 hereof. The County also reserves the right to terminate or cancel this Agreement in 
the event the Professional shall be placed in either voluntary or involuntary bankruptcy or an assignment be made 
for the benefit of creditors . The County further reserves the right to suspend the qualifications of the Professional to 
do business with the County upon any such indictment or direct information. In the event that any such person 
against whom any such indictment or direct information is brought shall have indictment or direct information 
dismissed or be found not guilty, such suspension on account hereof shall be immediately lifted by the County 
Administrator. 

SECTION 20. Professional shall indemnify and hold harmless the County and its officers and employees from 
liabilities, damages, losses, and costs, including, but not limited to, reasonable attorneys' fees, to the extent caused 
by the negligence, recklessness, or intentionally wrongful conduct of Professional and other persons employed or 
utilized by Professional in the performance of the Contract. 

SECTION 21. All notices required to be served on the Professional shall be served by Registered or Certified 
mail, Return Receipt Requested , to Professional's address and all notices required to be served upon the County 
shall be served by Registered or Certified mail, Return Receipt Requested , addressed to the County Administrator, 
Hernando County Board of County Commissioners , 15470 Flight Path Drive, Brooksville, FL 34604. 

SECTION 22. Hernando County reserves the privilege of auditing a vendor's record , by a representative of the 
COUNTY, as such records relate to equipment, goods or services and expenditure therefor, with respect to any 
express or implied agreement between Hernando County and said Professional. Such records include, but are not 
limited to all books, records, and memoranda of every description, pertaining to work under Contract, this 
Agreement. 

Hernando County further reserves the right to reproduce any of the aforementioned documents pertaining to the 
work under Contract, this Agreement. 
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SECTION 23. Unless otherwise required by law, this AGREEMENT shall be governed by and construed in 
accordance with the laws of the State of Florida. Venue for any dispute arising from this Agreement shall be 
litigated in the appropriate court in Hernando County, Florida, or the US District Court, Middle District of Florida. In 
any litigation arising from this agreement, the parties IN ANY LITIGATION ARISING FROM THIS AGREEMENT, 
THE PARTIES SHALL BEAR THEIR OWN COSTS AND ATTORNEYS' FEES. 

SECTION 24. E-VERIFY. 

Contractor/ConsultanUProfessional is advised that the County has entered into an Agreement with U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) wherein the County will , in part, seek to promote the principles of ethical business 
conduct, prevent the knowing hiring of unauthorized workers through self-governance, and encourage voluntary 
reporting of the discovery of unauthorized workers to ICE (the IMAGE Agreement) . Accordingly, by submitting your 
Bid/Proposal, Contractor/ Consultant/ Professional represents and warrants (a) that the Contractor/ Consultant I 
Professional is in compliance with all applicable federal , state and local laws, including, but not limited to, the laws 
related to the requirement of an employer to verify an employee's eligibility to work in the United States, (b) that all 
of the Contractor/ConsultanUProfessional employees are legally eligible to work in the United States, and (c) that 
the Contractor/ConsultanUProfessional has actively and affirmatively verified such eligibility utilizing the Federal 
Government's Employment Verification Eligibility Form (1-9 Form). 

A mere allegation of Contractor/ConsultanUProfessional intent to use and/or current use of unauthorized workers 
may not be a basis to delay the County's award of a Contract to the Contractor/Consultant/Professional unless 
such an allegation has been determined to be factual by ICE pursuant to an investigation conducted by ICE prior to 
the date the Contract is scheduled to be awarded by the County. 

Legitimate claims of the Contractor/ConsultanUProfessional use of unauthorized workers must be reported to both 
of the following agencies: 

(i) The County's Purchasing Contracts Department at (352) 754-4020: and 

(ii) ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement) at 1-866-DHS-2-ICE 

In the event it is discovered that the Contractor/ConsultanUProfessional employees are not legally eligible to work in 
the United States, then the County may, in its sole discretion, demand that the Contractor/Consultant/Professional 
cure this deficiency within a specified time frame, and/or immediately terminate the Contract without any cost or 
penalty to the County, and/or debar the Contractor/ConsultanUProfessional from bidding on all County Contracts for 
a period up to twenty-four (24) months, and/or take any and all legal action deemed necessary and appropriate. 

Contractor/ConsultanUProfessional is required to incorporate the following IMAGE Best Practices into its business 
and, when practicable, incorporate verification requirements into its agreements with subcontractors: 

1. Use the Department of Homeland Security employment eligibility verification program (E-Verify) to verify 
the employment eligibility of all new hires. 

2. Use the Social Security Number Verification Service and make good faith effort to correct and verify the 
names and Social Security numbers of the current workforce. 

3. Establish a written hiring and employment eligibility verification policy. 

4. Establish an internal compliance and training program related to the hiring and employment verification 
process, to include, but not limited to, completion of Form 1-9, how to detect fraudule~t use of documents in 
the verification process, and how to use E-Verify and the Social Security Number Venf1cat1on Service. 

5. Require the Form 1-9 and E-Verify process to be conducted only b~ individuals _wh~ received ap~ropriate 
training and include secondary review as to each employee's venf1cat1on to mIrnmIze the potential for a 
single individual to subvert the process. . 

6. Arrange for annual Form 1-9 audits by an external auditing firm or a trained employee not otherwise 
involved in the Form 1-9 process. 
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7. Establish a procedure to report to ICE credible information of suspected criminal misconduct in the 
employment eligibility verification process. 

8. Establish a program to assess Sub-Contractors' compliance with employment eligibility verification 
requirements. Encourage Contractors to incorporate the IMAGE Best Practices contained in this Article 
and, when practicable, incorporate the verification requirements in subcontractor Agreements. 

9. Establish a protocol for responding to letters received from Federal and State government agencies 
indicating that there is a discrepancy between the agency's information and the information provided by the 
employer or employee; for example, "no matchn letters received from the Social Security Administration. 

10. Establish a tip line mechanism (inbox, e-mail, etc.) for employees to report activity relating to the 
employment of unauthorized workers, and a protocol for responding to employee tips. 

11. Establish and maintain appropriate policies, practices, and safeguards against use of the verification 
process for unlawful discrimination, and to ensure that U.S. Citizens and authorized workers do not face 
discrimination with respect to hiring, firing, recruitment or referral for a fee because of citizenship status or 
national origin. 

12. Maintain copies of any documents accepted as proof of identify and/or employment authorization for all 
new hires. 

SECTION 25. INTERPRETATION 

This Agreement shall not be construed for or against any party hereto, without regard to which party is wholly or 
partly responsible for its drafting. 

SECTION 26. TRAVEL 
Engineering firms (Professional) requesting travel and subsistence reimbursement shall comply with Florida Statute 
112.061 (Current Edition). 

SECTION 27. Attachments: 
Exhibit "A" Scope of Services 
Exhibit "B" Compensation and Method of Payment 
Exhibit "C" Certificate of Insurance (To be Provided at Contract Award) 
Exhibit "D" Notice to Proceed (To be Provided at Contract Award) 

,,,tl l'!!ll/41 1 
IN WITNESS WHEREOJri itieq:rarti'j ~ ereto have caused these present to be executed, the day and year first 

• i,;• CJ"' ...... ' •-'!;. ~ 
above written. ~ J / ·• .. ~u· ~ 

~.::, /* '\ ~~ 

(SEAL) 
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0 Attest: J;...dvv Date:q 
f "-., Douglas A. Chorvat, Jr., Cl I< of Circuit Court 

Witness. ___________ _ 
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EXHIBIT "A" 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

1. GENERAL: The Hernando County Board of County Commissioners wishes to contract with a consulting 
firm to perform the following services: 

• Assisting in the preparation of the annual legislative agenda for Hernando County, 

• Explaining and promoting the County's legislative agenda to State elected officials and decision 
makers, 

• Presence in the State Capitol each day when the Florida State Legislature is in session, 

• Attending legislative session, committee meetings and work groups, 

• Assisting in the drafting of legislation, 

• Submitting weekly reports to the County during Legislative session , 

• Informing County representatives of pending legislation that will have positive or negative 
consequences for the County, 

• Maintaining close contact with the Hernando County Legislative Delegation, other State legislators, 
and County officials concerning the County's legislative interests, 

• Lobbying the Governor's staff, legislative leaders, and State agencies on a year-round basis. 
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EXHIBIT "B" 
COMPENSATION AND METHOD OF PAYMENT 

SUNRISE 

Response Summary and Questionnaire Responses 

We have helped our local government clients find success in the following fields: 

• Water quality improvements and stormwater projects 
• Water reclamation projects 
• Local park projects 

o Coastal protection services and equipment 
o Park facilities 
o Bike trails 

• Emergency services facilities & equipment, such as fire engines 
• Funding for providers of substance abuse and mental health services 
• Septic to sewer 
• Road resurfacing and new road construction 
• County government capital outlay projects 

... and the list goes on. 

Please see exhibit A for a list of our recent successes. 

4.3 Fee(s) for services (include any option(s) your firm offers - please provide separate 
description for each option(s) and price of each option.) 

Based on the size of Hernando County Government and the requirements of the scope of 
work, SCG only offers a flat-rate monthly retainer of: 

$6,000 per month 

5. 1 Provide narrative explaining the cost(s) of each of your firm 's submitted 
servicesloption(s). 

While some firms separate out their pricing with fees for legislative representation, 
executive representation, before session, after session, and so forth; SCG's fees are an 
all-inclusive. 

6. 1 Full legal name of company. 

Shawn Foster LLC, D.B.A. Sunrise Consulting Group 

6.2 Primary contact information: name, company address, phone, fax and E-mail address. 

Shawn Foster 
5957 Riviera Lane, New Port Richey, Florida 34655 
(727)808-4131 
Fax NIA 
foster@scqrop.us 

6.3 How long has the firm been in business under the present name, address and structure? 
Provide any other names under which the firm has done business and the date if 
operated under each name and the locations at which it operated under each name. 
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