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Florida’s Regional Planning Councils (RPCs) are government agencies
recognized by Florida Statutes and created by Interlocal Agreements between
local governments. The RPCs are available to assist in the planning and
implementation of State, Federal, and Local Government programs. The staffs
of the Councils represent a wide variety of skill sets and are experienced in
program design. Working with the Councils through an agreement / Purchase
order or contract will maximize your program dollars by ensuring your program
is implemented in an efficient and cost effective manner. Additionally, as a
governmental agencies our public policy goals are aligned and we are always
available for follow-up activities.

The Following are excerpts from the Florida Statutes that help explain the
purpose and creation of the Florida Regional Planning Councils.

Regional Coordination and Planning is needed:

The issues of public safety, education, health care, community and economic
development and redevelopment, protection and conservation of natural and
historic resources, transportation, and public facilities transcend the boundaries and
responsibilities of individual units of government. Coordination among all levels of
government is necessary to promote intergovernmental coordination and the
effective allocation of resources. The RPC’s provide an effective mechanism is
assisting the State in articulating its policies/programs at the regional and Local
levels.

FROM:
CHAPTER 186
STATE AND REGIONAL PLANNING

186.002 Findings and intent. --

{1) The Legislature finds and declares that:

{a) The issues of public safety, education, health care, community and economic development
and redevelopment, protection and conservation of natural and historic resources,
transportation, and public facilities transcend the boundaries and responsibilities of individual



units of government, and often no single unit of government can plan or implement policies to
deal with these issues without affecting other units of government.

{b) Coordination among all levels of government is necessary to ensure effective and efficient
delivery of governmental services to all the citizens of the state. It is therefore necessary to
establish an integrated planning system and to ensure coordinated administration of
government policies that address the multitude of issues posed by the state's continued growth
and development.

{c) To promote intergovernmental coordination and the effective allocation of resources, the
state should set goals to provide direction and guidance for state, regional, and local
governments and agencies in the development and implementation of their respective plans,
programs, and services. The preservation and enhancement of the quality of life of the people of
this state require that a state comprehensive plan be adopted by the Legislature to provide
policy direction for all state and regional agencies and local governments.

The State and Local government need Regional Councils:

There is a need for regional planning agencies to assist local governments to resolve
their common problems, engage in areawide comprehensive and functional
planning, administer certain federal and state grants-in-aid, and provide a regional
focus in regard to multiple programs undertaken on an areawide basis

FROM
186.501 Short title.--Sections 186.501-186.513 shall be known and may be cited as the
"Florida Regional Planning Council Act."

186.502 Legislative findings; public purpose

(1) The Legislature finds and declares that:

{a) The problems of growth and development often transcend the boundaries of individual units
of local general-purpose government, and often no single unit can formulate plans or implement
policies for their solution without affecting other units in their geographic area.

(b) There is a need for regional planning agencies to assist local governments to resolve their
common problems, engage in areawide comprehensive and functional planning, administer
certain federal and state grants-in-aid, and provide a regional focus in regard to multiple
programs undertaken on an areawide basis.



The State and Local government should use Regional Councils:

The financial and technical assistance of the state should be provided to regional
planning agencies to maximize the effective use of regional programs undertaken
with the authorization of local, state, or federal governments serving the citizens of
this state. The regional planning council is recognized as Florida's only multipurpose
regional entity that is in a position to plan for and coordinate intergovernmental
solutions to growth-related problems on greater-than-local issues, provide technical
assistance to local governments, and meet other needs of the communities in each
region

FROM
186.502 Legislative findings; public purpose

{c) Federal and state programs should have coordinated purposes and consistent policy
direction in order to avoid the proliferation of overlapping, duplicating, and competing regional
agencies. To further this end, these efforts should result in ‘entities agencies, which effectively
carry out a wide variety of federal and state program designations.

{d) The financial and technical assistance of the state should be provided to regional planning
agencies to maximize the effective use of regional programs undertaken with the authorization
of local, state, or federal governments serving the citizens of this state.

{2} It is the declared purpose of this act to establish a common system of regional planning
councils for areawide coordination and related cooperative activities of federal, state, and local
governments; ensure a broad-based regional organization that can provide a truly regional
perspective; and enhance the ability and opportunity of local governments to resolve issues and
problems transcending their individual boundaries.

(3) The regional planning council is designated, as the primary organization to address problems
and plan solutions that are of greater-than-local concern or scope, and the regional planning
council shall be recognized by local governments as one of the means to provide input into state
policy development.

{4) The regional planning council is recognized as Florida's only multipurpose regional entity that
is in a position to plan for and coordinate intergovernmental solutions to growth-related
problems on greater-than-local issues, provide technical assistance to local governments, and
meet other needs of the communities in each region. A council shall not act as a permitting or
regulatory entity.

(5) The regional planning council shall have a duty to assist local governments with activities
designed to promote and facilitate economic development in the geographic area covered by
the council.



The Regional Council is an Agency of the State:
"Agency" means: Regional planning agency.

A public agency of this state may exercise jointly with any other public agency of the
state, of any other state, or of the United States Government any power, privilege, or
authority which such agencies share in common and which each might exercise
separately.

An interlocal agreement may provide for a separate legal or administrative entity to
administer or execute the agreement, which may be a commission, board, or council
constituted pursuant to the agreement.

FROM:

CHAPTER 120

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT
120.52 Definitions. --As used in this act:

{1} "Agency" means:

{a) The Governor in the exercise of all executive powers other than those derived from the
constitution.

{b) Each:

1. State officer and state department, and each departmental unit described in s. 20.04.

2. Authority, including regional water supply authority.

3. Board, including the Board of Governors of the State University System and a state university
board of trustees when acting pursuant to statutory authority derived from the Legislature.

4. Commission, including the Commission on Ethics and the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission when acting pursuant to statutory authority derived from the Legislature.

5. Regional planning agency.

FROM:

163.01 Florida Interlocal Cooperation Act of 1969. --

(1) This section shall be known and may be cited as the "Florida Interlocal Cooperation
Act of 1969."

(2} It is the purpose of this section to permit local governmental units to make the most efficient
use of their powers by enabling them to cooperate with other localities on a basis of mutual
advantage and thereby to provide services and facilities in a manner and pursuant to forms of
governmental organization that will accord best with geographic, economic, population, and
other factors influencing the needs and development of local communities.

{3) As used in this section:



{(a) "Interlocal agreement” means an agreement entered into pursuant to this section.

"Public agency” means a political subdivision, agency, or officer of this state or of any state of
the United States, including, but not limited to, state government, county, city, school district,
single and multipurpose special district, single and multipurpose public authority, metropolitan
or consolidated government, a separate legal entity or administrative entity created under
subsection {7), an independently elected county officer, any agency of the United States
Government, a federally recognized Native American tribe, and any similar entity of any other
state of the United States.

{4) A public agency of this state may exercise jointly with any other public agency of the state, of
any other state, or of the United States Government any power, privilege, or authority which
such agencies share in common and which each might exercise separately.

{5} A joint exercise of power pursuant to this section shall be made by contract in the form of an
interlocal agreement, which may provide for:

{a) The purpose of such interlocal agreement or the power to be exercised and the method by
which the purpose will be accomplished or the manner in which the power will be exercised.

(b} The duration of the interlocal agreement and the method by which it may be rescinded or
terminated by any participating public agency prior to the stated date of termination.

(c) The precise organization, composition, and nature of any separate legal or administrative
entity created thereby with the powers designated thereto, if such entity may be legally created.

{6} An interlocal agreement may provide for one or more parties to the agreement to administer
or execute the agreement. One or more parties to the agreement may agree to provide all or a
part of the services set forth in the agreement in the manner provided in the agreement. The
parties may provide for the mutual exchange of services without payment of any contribution
other than such services. The parties may provide for the use or maintenance of facilities or
equipment of another party on a cost-reimbursement basis.

The Regional Council is treated as a Government entity of the State:

A separate legal or administrative entity created by an interlocal agreement shall
possess the common power specified in the agreement and may exercise it in the
manner or according to the method provided in the agreement.

FROM:

163.01 Florida Interlocal Cooperation Act of 1969. --

(1) This section shall be known and may be cited as the "Florida Interlocal Cooperation
Act of 1969."

{7)}{a) An interlocal agreement may provide for a separate legal or administrative entity to
administer or execute the agreement, which may be a commission, board, or council constituted
pursuant to the agreement.



{(b) A separate legal or administrative entity created by an interlocal agreement shall possess the
common power specified in the agreement and may exercise it in the manner or according to
the method provided in the agreement. The entity may, in addition to its other powers, be
authorized in its own name to make and enter into contracts; to employ agencies or employees;
to acquire, construct, manage, maintain, or operate buildings, works, or improvements; to
acquire, hold, or dispose of property; and to incur debts, liabilities, or obligations which do not
constitute the debts, liabilities, or obligations of any of the parties to the agreement.

{9)(a) All of the privileges and immunities from liability; exemptions from laws, ordinances, and
rules; and pensions and relief, disability, workers' compensation, and other benefits which apply
to the activity of officers, agents, or employees of any public agents or employees of any public
agency when performing their respective functions within the territorial limits for their
respective agencies shall apply to the same degree and extent to the performance of such
functions and duties of such officers, agents, or employees extraterritorially under the
provisions of any such interlocal agreement.

{b) An interlocal agreement does not relieve a public agency of any obligation or responsibility
imposed upon it by law except to the extent of actual and timely performance thereof by one or
more of the parties to the agreement or any legal or administrative entity created by the
agreement, in which case the performance may be offered in satisfaction of the obligation or
responsibility.

The Regional Council is a Local Government owned entity treated as a
government agency:

All of the privileges and immunities from liability and exemptions from laws,
ordinances, and rules which apply to the municipalities and counties of this state
apply to the same degree and extent to any separate legal entity, created pursuant
to the provisions of this section, wholly owned by the municipalities or counties of
this state, the membership of which consists or is to consist only of municipalities or
counties of this state, unless the interlocal agreement creating such entity provides
to the contrary.

FROM:

163.01 Florida Interlocal Cooperation Act of 1969. --

(1) This section shall be known and may be cited as the "Florida Interlocal Cooperation
Act of 1969."

{c) All of the privileges and immunities from liability and exemptions from laws, ordinances, and
rules which apply to the municipalities and counties of this state apply to the same degree and
extent to any separate legal entity, created pursuant to the provisions of this section, wholly
owned by the municipalities or counties of this state, the membership of which consists or is to
consist only of municipalities or counties of this state, unless the interlocal agreement creating
such entity provides to the contrary. All of the privileges and immunities from liability;
exemptions from laws, ordinances, and rules; and pension and relief, disability, and worker's
compensation, and other benefits which apply to the activity of officers, agents, employees, or



employees of agents of counties and municipalities of this state which are parties to an
interlocal agreement creating a separate legal entity pursuant to the provisions of this section
shall apply to the same degree and extent to the officers, agents, or employees of such entity
unless the interlocal agreement creating such entity provides to the contrary.

The Regional Councils are here, and will be here in the future to help,
and State and Local government can use them:

Make and enter into all contracts and agreements necessary or incidental to the
performance of its duties and the execution of its powers under this act. To receive
and expend such sums of money as shall be from time to time appropriated for its use
by any county or municipality when approved by the council and to act as an agency to
receive and expend federal funds for planning and to cooperate, in the exercise of its
planning functions, with federal and state agencies in planning for emergency
management under s. 252.34.

FROM:
CHAPTER 186
186.505 Regional planning councils; powers and duties

186.505 Regional planning councils; powers and duties. --Any regional planning council created
hereunder shall have the following powers:

{1) To adopt rules of procedure for the regulation of its affairs and the conduct of its business
and to appoint from among its members a chair to serve annually; however, such chair may be
subject to reelection.

{(2) To adopt an official name and seal.

{3) To maintain an office at such place or places within the comprehensive planning district as it
may designate.

{4) To employ and to compensate such personnel, consultants, and technical and professional
assistants as it deems necessary to exercise the powers and perform the duties set forth in this
act.

{5) To make and enter into all contracts and agreements necessary or incidental to the
performance of its duties and the execution of its powers under this act.

{6) To hold public hearings and sponsor public forums in any part of the regional area whenever
the council deems it necessary or useful in the execution of its other functions.

{7) To sue and be sued in its own name.

{8) To accept and receive, in furtherance of its functions, funds, grants, and services from the
Federal Government or its agencies; from departments, agencies, and instrumentalities of state,
municipal, or local government; or from private or civic sources. Each regional planning council
shall render an accounting of the receipt and disbursement of all funds received by it, pursuant
to the federal Older Americans Act, to the Legislature no later than March 1 of each year.

{9) To receive and expend such sums of money as shall be from time to time appropriated for its
use by any county or municipality when approved by the council and to act as an agency to
receive and expend federal funds for planning.



{10) To act in an advisory capacity to the constituent local governments in regional,
metropolitan, county, and municipal planning matters.

{11) To cooperate, in the exercise of its planning functions, with federal and state agencies in
planning for emergency management under s. 252.34(4).

Government Agencies can contract with each other without RFP - such as
a State Agency and a Regional Council:

The following contractual services and commodities are not subject to the
competitive-solicitation requirements of this section: Services or commodities
provided by governmental agencies.

FROM:
CHAPTER 287
287.057 Procurement of commaodities or contractual services.

(5) When the purchase price of commodities or contractual services exceeds the threshold
amount provided in s. 287.017 for CATEGORY TWO, no purchase of commodities or contractual
services may be made without receiving competitive sealed bids, competitive sealed proposals,
or competitive sealed replies unless:

{a) The agency head determines in writing that an immediate danger to the public health,
safety, or welfare or other substantial loss to the state requires emergency action. After the
agency head makes such a written determination, the agency may proceed with the
procurement of commodities or contractual services necessitated by the immediate danger,
without receiving competitive sealed bids, competitive sealed proposals, or competitive sealed
replies. However, such emergency procurement shall be made by obtaining pricing information
from at least two prospective vendors, which must be retained in the contract file, unless the
agency determines in writing that the time required to obtain pricing information will increase
the immediate danger to the public health, safety, or welfare or other substantial {oss to the
state. The agency shall furnish copies of all written determinations certified under oath and any
other documents relating to the emergency action to the department. A copy of the statement
shall be furnished to the Chief Financial Officer with the voucher authorizing payment. The
individual purchase of personal clothing, shelter, or supplies which are needed on an emergency
basis to avoid institutionalization or placement in a more restrictive setting is an emergency for
the purposes of this paragraph, and the filing with the department of such statement is not
required in such circumstances. In the case of the emergency purchase of insurance, the period
of coverage of such insurance shall not exceed a period of 30 days, and all such emergency
purchases shall be reported to the department.

{f) The following contractual services and commodities are not subject to the competitive-
solicitation requirements of this section:

1. Artistic services.

2. Academic program reviews.

3. Lectures by individuals.



4. Auditing services.

5. Legal services, including attorney, paralegal, expert witness, appraisal, or mediator services.
12. Contracts entered into pursuant to s. 337.11.

13. Services or commodities provided by governmental agencies.

The creation of the Regional Planning Councils by the State of Florida is
intended to provide the State with tools needed to address policy and program
implementation, and planning processes in an effective and efficient manner.
The State of Florida’s Regional Planning Councils (RPCs) are government
agencies organized by Florida Statutes created and operated under Interlocal
Agreements between local governments. This document shows the need for
regional planning and RPCs is recognized under Florida Law. The Councils are
available to assist in the planning and implementation of State, Federal, and
Local Government programs and have the benefit of still being available in the
future to address follow-up activities. Use of the RPCs by State and Local
entities is widely encouraged in the statutes. In many cases the RPC staff
seamlessly act as an extensions of another agencies staff providing project
management or support for programs for several years. Additionally, RPCs
serve as surge staff to State and Local agencies when emergency support is
needed.

The staffs of the Councils represent a wide variety of skill sets and are
experienced in planning, and program design, and when necessary Council staff
can be augmented to meet a programs need. Working with the Councils
through an agreement does not require an RFP; this alone saves time, but the
Councils are designed to maximize program dollars thus ensuring your program
is implemented in an efficient and cost effective manner. Additionally, as a
governmental agencies our public policy goals are aligned. The Council Board is
legislatively directed consisting of locally elected officials and gubernatorial
appointees.



