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Dear Hernando County Planning and Zoning Commission,

Please find attached a correspondence from Mr. Maloney regarding the above referenced matter.
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss further.

Best Regards,

Legal Advice Today.
Enduring Value Tomorrow.®

SAMANTHA BRASWELL
Paralegal

P (904) 389 0050 | F (904) 212 1269
E samanthab@jimersonfirm.com

JIMERSONFIRM.COM Attorneys | Industries | Blogs & Resources | News | Careers

Download my VCard Subscribe to our Content

JACKSONVILLE ORLANDO MIAMI PONTE VEDRA TALLAHASSEE TAMPA

Wells Fargo Center | One Independent Drive, Suite 1400 | Jacksonville, FL 32202

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail transmission and any accompanying documents may contain confidential information, which is legally protected by the
attorney-client privilege. The information contained in or accompanying this message is intended only for the use of the person or entity to whom it is addressed. Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please respond to the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all
copies of the original e-mail.

FAIR DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT: This is an attempt to collect a debt, and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.  Unless you dispute the
validity of this debt or any portion within 30 days of receipt of this notice, we will assume this debt is valid as stated.  If you write and dispute this debt, or any portion
of it, within the same 30 days, we will obtain and mail verification of the debt, or a copy of the judgment, whichever is applicable.  Upon written request, within the
same 30 days, we will provide you with the name and address of the original creditor, if different from the current creditor.
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May 6, 2022 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Planning and Zoning Commission 
Hernando County 
1653 Blaise Drive 
Brooksville, FL 34601 
Planning@hernandocounty.us  

Re: Zoning Amendment Petition - Application H-22-10 
Public Service Facility Overlay District for a Communication Tower 

Dear Hernando County Planning and Zoning Commission: 

This letter is written on behalf of SBA Monarch Towers III, LLC (“SBA”) in opposition 
to the recent Zoning Amendment Petition for Public Service Facility Overlay District for a 
Communication Tower, submitted by James Johnston with Shutts & Bowen LLP, on behalf of  
Temple Beth David Jewish Center (the “Applicant”), to rezone property and allow for construction 
of a new 160’ monopole communication tower, antennae array, and associated operational 
equipment (“Proposed Tower”), under Application File Number H-22-10 (the “Application”).  The 
Application is scheduled to be considered by the Planning & Zoning Commission (the 
“Commission”) at its upcoming meeting on May 9, 2022, at 9:00 a.m.   

As described in more detail below, the Commission should deny or defer the Application 
because:  

(1) SBA’s existing tower, which is located less than 0.16 miles from the Proposed Tower, 
has the capabilities to accommodate all of T-Mobile’s equipment, including 5G 
equipment, as well as other carriers’ 5G equipment, at the height required to provide 
the necessary coverage and data capacity to T-Mobile’s customers; and  

(2) T-Mobile—which is a current tenant on SBA’s existing tower—is in active discussions 
with SBA regarding modifications to SBA’s existing tower to accommodate T-
Mobile’s 5G equipment, and additional time is needed to complete those discussions.

In short, construction of the new Proposed Tower, less than 0.16 miles from SBA’s existing 
tower, will likely not be necessary, because T-Mobile’s 5G equipment could be placed on SBA’s 
existing tower with modifications to the existing tower.  For this reason, the Applicant cannot at 
this time meet its burden under Article IV, Section 11 of the Code of Ordinances to establish that 
SBA’s existing tower is not available to T-Mobile for purposes of collocation.   
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Accordingly, the Application should be denied, or at a minimum, deferred, in order to allow 
time for SBA and T-Mobile to complete their discussions regarding modifying the existing SBA 
tower to be able to house T-Mobile’s 5G equipment.   

Introduction and Background Facts 

The Applicant submitted the Application on behalf of Temple Beth David Jewish Center, 
Inc. (the “Applicant”), seeking approval to site and construct the Proposed Tower.  The planned 
location of the Proposed Tower is on Temple Beth David Jewish Center, Inc.’s property, located 
east of Linden Road, south of Antelope Street, and north of Feather Street, Spring Hill, FL 34609, 
parcel number 835225 (the “Proposed Location”).   

SBA owns, operates, and maintains a nearby 155’ communication tower, located at 13764 
Linden Drive, Spring Hill, FL 34609 (the “SBA Tower”).  The location of the Proposed Tower is 
less than 0.16 miles from the SBA Tower.  Please see Exhibit A for the specific location of the 
Proposed Tower and the existing SBA Tower.   

As stated in the Application, the Proposed Tower is being sought for T-Mobile to relocate 
its equipment from the SBA Tower to the Proposed Tower.  However, the SBA Tower can be 
modified to accommodate all of T-Mobile’s equipment, including its 5G equipment, at the height 
required to provide the necessary coverage and data capacity to its customers.  Further, SBA and 
T-Mobile are in active communications to resolve T-Mobile’s concerns, and are scheduled to meet 
on May 11, 2022, to discuss the necessary modifications to the SBA Tower to accommodate T-
Mobile’s 5G equipment.  Accordingly, the Commission should deny, or at a minimum, defer the 
Application to allow time for that process to be completed, and potentially avoid the need for 
another communication tower. 

T-Mobile and SBA Are Actively Discussing  
Accommodation of T-Mobile’s 5G Equipment at the SBA Tower  

For the Application to be approved, the Applicant must provide evidence that the SBA 
Tower is not available to T-Mobile for purposes of collocation.  As specifically stated in Article 
IV, Section 11(B)(6)(b)(5) of the Code of Ordinance, the Applicant shall “[p]rovide evidence that 
the applicant has pursued colocation, use of approved sites, and use of existing structure of an 
appropriate height.”  To do so, the Applicant must submit evidence, consisting of “copies of all 
correspondence between the petitioner and the owner, operator, or manager of other structures, 
towers or land which can be utilized for collocation or the construction of a communication tower.”  
See Article IV, Section 11(B)(6)(b)(5) of the Code of Ordinance. 

Although the Application does not include any copies of communications between T-
Mobile and SBA, as the attached Letter by SBA Site Marketing Manager Brooke Irby (the “SBA 
Letter”), attached as Exhibit B, confirms, SBA is having active discussions with T-Mobile, 
regarding T-Mobile’s needs to deploy additional antennae and 5G equipment on the SBA Tower.  
Importantly, T-Mobile and SBA have a meeting scheduled on May 11, 2022, to continue their 
discussions regarding the placement of T-Mobile’s 5G equipment on the SBA Tower.  If SBA and 
T-Mobile are able to reach an amicable solution, T-Mobile has indicated that it will not relocate 
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from the SBA Tower to another tower.  Accordingly, the Application should be denied or deferred, 
to allow time for SBA and T-Mobile to complete those discussions. 

The SBA Tower Can be Modified to Accommodate T-Mobile’s Equipment 

As the attached SBA Letter (Exhibit B) confirms, the SBA Tower can be modified to 
accommodate all of T-Mobile’s equipment, including its 5G equipment, outside of the canister 
facility, and at the height required to provide the necessary coverage and data capacity to T-
Mobile’s customers.  Once those modifications are made to the SBA Tower, there will be ample 
space to accommodate T-Mobile, and other carriers with similar equipment, which will further 
reduce the unnecessary proliferation of communication towers in the area.   

Further, enclosed as Exhibit C is a Coverage Plot Analysis and Plot Maps by SBA, which 
demonstrates that the blue and green areas of the SBA Tower and the Proposed Tower remain 
substantially the same in terms of size and location at each megahertz.  Based on the Analysis of 
these coverage plots, the Proposed Tower will not appreciably expand the scope or strength of 
available coverage in the area.  Rather, the Proposed Tower will provide duplicative or overlapping 
coverage with the existing SBA Tower.  For wireless operators with antennas mounted on the SBA 
Tower, the installation of additional antennas on the Proposed Tower would be considered an 
overbuild (or impractical) based on the coverage overlap. 

Should the Commission approve the Application and allow for construction of the 
Proposed Tower, less than 0.16 miles from SBA’s existing tower, while the SBA Tower can be 
modified to accommodate 5G equipment, it will set a dangerous precedent resulting in the 
proliferation of multiple unnecessary towers throughout the landscape.  Clearly, such a situation 
would be to the detriment of the citizens of Hernando County.  Accordingly, the Commission 
should deny or defer the Application to allow time for SBA and T-Mobile to complete their 
discussions regarding the SBA Tower accommodating T-Mobile’s 5G equipment.

SBA’s Zoning Should be Modified to Allow it to  
Modify the SBA Tower to Allow 5G Equipment 

As stated in the Application Narrative, attached as Exhibit D, T-Mobile prefers not to 
mount its antennae within the canister facility of the SBA Tower as it stands, due to possible 
airflow issues that may causes the equipment to overheat.  As demonstrated in this Opposition and 
the SBA Letter (Exhibit B), the SBA Tower can be modified to accommodate T-Mobile’s 
5G equipment, as well as other carriers  5G equipment, outside of the canister facility, and at the 
height required to provide the necessary coverage and data capacity to T-Mobile’s customers. 

However, when the County’s Board of County Commissioners approved SBA’s petition 
for a Public Service Facility Overlay District for a Communication Tower in September 2008, 
which is attached as Exhibit E, it was conditioned on the requirement that, “All antennas shall be 
concealed within the tower.”  Accordingly, SBA’s zoning should be modified to allow it to modify 
the SBA Tower to allow 5G equipment outside of the canister facility, rather than building an 
entirely new tower.  
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 Further, it would be patently unfair to grant the Application for the Proposed Tower without 
the same concealment restrictions that were placed upon SBA’s tower in order to allow 5G 
equipment on the Proposed Tower, while at the same time keeping those zoning restrictions on the 
SBA tower and thereby preventing it from housing 5G equipment.  In other words, the only reason 
the Proposed Tower would be needed is due to the zoning restrictions on the SBA tower, since 
without those restrictions, the SBA tower can be modified to accommodate the T-Mobile’s 5G 
equipment.  Rather than having two towers within 0.16 miles of each other, the zoning restrictions 
for SBA’s existing tower should be modified to allow the existing tower to be modified in order 
to house 5G equipment.   

Conclusion 

In sum, the SBA Tower, which is less than 0.16 miles from the Proposed Tower, can be 
modified to accommodate T-Mobile’s 5G equipment, as well as other carriers’ 5G equipment, 
outside of the canister facility, and at the height required to provide the necessary coverage and 
data capacity to T-Mobile’s customers.  Such modifications are commonplace in the 
telecommunications industry and render the SBA Tower completely feasible for use by T-Mobile. 
Furthermore, T-Mobile and SBA are having active discussions regarding modifications to the SBA 
Tower for T-Mobile to fully deploy its 5G equipment on the SBA Tower, and are meeting on May 
11, 2022, to continue those discussions.   

Accordingly, the Commission should deny the Application, or, at a minimum, defer the 
Application to allow time for SBA and T-Mobile to complete those discussions. 

Sincerely, 

C. Ryan Maloney 

CRM/mgm 
Enclosures: (Exhibits A-E) 

cc: Client (via email w/enclosures) 
 File 
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May 6, 2022

Planning and Zoning Commission
Hernando County
1653 Blaise Drive
Brooksville, FL 34601
Planning@hernandocounty.us

Re: Application H-22-10 James Johnston with Shutts & Bowen LLP: Public 
Service Facility Overlay District for a Communication Tower

Dear Hernando County Planning and Zoning Commission: 

This letter is written regarding Zoning 

Amendment Petition for Public Service Facility Overlay District for a Communication 

Tower, submitted on behalf of for use by T-Mobile 

rezone property and allow for construction of a new communication 

tower (the pplication File H-22- , in 

Hernando County, Florida.

As the Site Marketing Manager for , it

is my job to interact with carriers, such as T-Mobile, who have located, or are interested in 

locating, onto an SBA communication tower in Florida.  I maintain an open line of 

communication with the carriers to discuss tenant issues, including but not limited to, 

collocation, new equipment, centerline placement of equipment onto SBA communication 

towers, and other related matters.  This would include the communication tower SBA has 

owned, operated, and maintained since 2012 in Hernando County, FL on property located at 

13764 Linden Drive, Spring Hill, FL 34609 (the SBA
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I understand the Application is to allow for the construction of the Proposed Tower, which 

would be a new 

Antelope Street, and north of Feather Street, Spring Hill, FL 34609, parcel number 835225.  The 

Proposed Tower is less than 0.16 miles from the SBA Tower.  

T-Mobile currently leases space and maintains its communications equipment on the SBA 

Tower.  T-Mobile has collocated on the SBA Tower since 2014.  I regularly communicate with T-

Mobile and am currently involved in communications with T-Mobile regarding the SBA Tower in 

order to accommodate T- , and avoid T-Mobile having to re-locate to 

another tower.  SBA and T-Mobile have a meeting scheduled for May 11, 2022, to continue those 

discussions.   

T-Mobile is currently a tenant on nearly 7,000 SBA telecommunications towers 

nationwide. Given our relationship with T-Mobile, SBA is willing to modify its tower to 

accommodate T- , which prevents the 

unnecessary and needless proliferation of communication towers in Hernando County, Florida. 

In my capacity working for SBA, I am one of the primary custodians of the organizational 

documents, files, applications, letters, correspondence, reports, and other paperwork transmitted 

or received in connection with the dealings with T-Mobile in Florida.  

corporate records, I can confirm the SBA Tower can be modified to accommodate T-

equipment  at 

the height required to provide the necessary coverage and data capacity to T-   

Modifications as may be needed to accommodate T-Mobile at a higher height or for more/larger 

equipment are common practice in the communications industry.   
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Accordingly, SBA requests that Commission deny or defer the Application to allow time 

for SBA and T-Mobile to complete their discussions, and possibly reduce the unnecessary 

proliferation of communication towers in the area.   

 

Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Brooke Irby 
 
Brooke Irby 

       Site Marketing Manager  
       SBA Monarch Towers III, LLC 
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Site Name
FL40914-T John & Maria 

Ferrara Antenna: 15.15 dBi Omni
Latitude: N28.464292 Alpha Rad Center (ft): 150

Longitude: W82.510186 Azimuth (Deg): 0
ERP per RS (W): 2.0

RSRP: 
< -100 dBm   >= -100 dBm     >= -90 dBm     >=-80 dBm    >=-70 dBm

Existing Site
700 MHz Coverage



Site Name Proposed Antenna: 15.15 dBi Omni
Latitude: N28.463244 Alpha Rad Center (ft): 155

Longitude: W82.507883 Azimuth (Deg): 0
ERP per RS (W): 2.0

RSRP: 
< -100 dBm   >= -100 dBm     >= -90 dBm     >=-80 dBm    >=-70 dBm

Proposed Site
700 MHz Coverage



Site Name
FL40914-T John & Maria 

Ferrara Antenna: 15.15 dBi Omni
Latitude: N28.464292 Alpha Rad Center (ft): 150

Longitude: W82.510186 Azimuth (Deg): 0
ERP per RS (W): 2.0

RSRP: 
< -100 dBm   >= -100 dBm     >= -90 dBm     >=-80 dBm    >=-70 dBm

Existing Site
850 MHz Coverage



Site Name Proposed Antenna: 15.15 dBi Omni
Latitude: N28.463244 Alpha Rad Center (ft): 155

Longitude: W82.507883 Azimuth (Deg): 0
ERP per RS (W): 2.0

RSRP: 
< -100 dBm   >= -100 dBm     >= -90 dBm     >=-80 dBm    >=-70 dBm

Proposed Site
850 MHz Coverage



Site Name
FL40914-T John & Maria 

Ferrara Antenna: 17.15 dBi Omni
Latitude: N28.464292 Alpha Rad Center (ft): 150

Longitude: W82.510186 Azimuth (Deg): 0
ERP per RS (W): 4.7

RSRP: 
< -100 dBm   >= -100 dBm     >= -90 dBm     >=-80 dBm    >=-70 dBm

Existing Site
1900 MHz Coverage



Site Name Proposed Antenna: 17.15 dBi Omni
Latitude: N28.463244 Alpha Rad Center (ft): 155

Longitude: W82.507883 Azimuth (Deg): 0
ERP per RS (W): 4.7

RSRP: 
< -100 dBm   >= -100 dBm     >= -90 dBm     >=-80 dBm    >=-70 dBm

Proposed Site
1900 MHz Coverage



Site Name
FL40914-T John & Maria 

Ferrara Antenna: 17.15 dBi Omni
Latitude: N28.464292 Alpha Rad Center (ft): 150

Longitude: W82.510186 Azimuth (Deg): 0
ERP per RS (W): 4.7

RSRP: 
< -100 dBm   >= -100 dBm     >= -90 dBm     >=-80 dBm    >=-70 dBm

Existing Site
2100 MHz Coverage



Site Name Proposed Antenna: 17.15 dBi Omni
Latitude: N28.463244 Alpha Rad Center (ft): 155

Longitude: W82.507883 Azimuth (Deg): 0
ERP per RS (W): 4.7

RSRP: 
< -100 dBm   >= -100 dBm     >= -90 dBm     >=-80 dBm    >=-70 dBm

Proposed Site
2100 MHz Coverage
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