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9am and is currently considering the a zoning amendment for an overlay for the
installation of a 160-foot tall cell phone tower in a residential neighborhood. This lease
would be at the request of Temple Beth David Jewish Center who is the applicant. The
proposed site is the location on the corner of Linden Drive and Feather street on the
property of the Temple Beth David Jewish Center. This is not just the tower but all the
antennae array and associated operational equipment. The 2nd and final hearing was
scheduled on the proposal on June 14, 2022 (Now the applicant has asked for a
postponement and the new date that they will vote is August 9, 2022.)at 9am at
Hernando County Government Center, 20 North Main Street, Room 160, Brooksville Florida.
We must keep an amount in going of this petition! The boat is not yet over!

Sign this petition and Email Our Commissioners today to Vote NO on H-22-10 Cell
Tower Proposal

JHolcomb@HernandoCounty.us

ENarverud@HernandoCounty.us
JAllocco@HernandoCounty.us
WDukes@HernandoCounty.us
SChampion@HernandoCounty.us

There are a number of residential homes in close proximity to the proposed location. The
160-foot tall tower is incompatible with the neighborhood aesthetics. Although it is
intended to resemble a tree, it is clearly not one as it will sit high above the current tree
line. This will undoubtedly be an eyesore to the surrounding neighbors . These are the
same neighbors who purchased a home in a nice rural area. The last thing they ever
thought they would be dealing with is a 160" commercial structure going up in their
backyard. These homeowners should have a say as to whether a large structure like this
gets installed in their neighborhood. Cell phone towers have no place in residential
neighborhoods and their installation should be strictly restricted to commercial areas.

The proposed cell phone tower will certainly have a negative effect on home prices in the
surrounding area. Studies such as the Bond and Hue Proximate Impact Study concluded
close proximity to a cell tower reduced price by 15% on average. The Bond and Wang
Transaction-Based Market Study reflected price reductions between 20.7% and 21%.
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Lastly, and most importantly, is the health risk this may pose to the homeowners and their
young families in the surrounding area. The Telecommunications Act of 1996 prevents
States and local governments from considering the potential adverse health impacts of RF
radiation from cell towers when reviewing zoning applications. However, there are
numerous studies that show continued exposure to RF radiation from cell towers can cause
adverse health impacts such as cancer and leukemia, among others. It has also been stated
that children are the most susceptible to these dangers. My children, and my neighbors
children, should not be exposed to this potential hazard while they should be safe at home.

Please join me in asking the Hernando County Planning and Zoning Commission to deny

the application to put a cell tower at the corner of Linden Drive and Feather Street, as well
as any future request for a cell tower located in a residential area.

 Start a petition of your own
D This petition starter stood up and took action. Will you do the same?

Report a policy violation
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June 10, 2022

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

Planning and Zoning Commission
Hernando County

1653 Blaise Drive

Brooksville, FL 34601
Planning@hernandocounty.us

Re: Zoning Amendment Petition — Application H-22-10
Public Service Facility Overlay District for a Communication Tower

Dear Hernando County Planning and Zoning Commission:

My name is Kurt Bauwens and my residence is located on the corner of Feather Street and Maximilian Ave,
which is less than 300’ from the proposed tower location. Like many other residents, the notion of a
possible 160’ cell phone tower near my home came as a total surprise and shock that the planning and
zoning commission would even entertain such a request in one of the most prestigious neighborhoods in

Spring Hill.

This letter is written on behalf of the 120+ residents in the area that expressed sincere concerns and
signed a petition in opposition to the construction of a new 160° monopole communication tower,
antennae array, and associated operational equipment (“Proposed Tower) on Temple Beth David Jewish
Center, Inc.’s property, located east of Linden Road, south of Antelope Street, and North of Feather Street

Spring Hill, FL 34609, parcel number 835225 (“Proposed Location”) for the following reasons:

1. Location:
We question the rationale for a new communications tower considering there’s a tower located less than
0,16 miles away on commercial property that, to my best knowledge, can be modified to accommodate T-
Mobile’s 5G equipment, as well as other carriers’ 5G equipment, outside of the canister facility, and at the

height required to provide the necessary coverage and data capacity to T-Mobile’s customers. This



evidence suggests the request for the new Proposed Tower should not be granted as it doesn’t satisfy the

ordinances outlined under Section 11 - Public Service Facility Overlay District as following:

6-b-5-i: No existing towers or structures are located within the geographic area required to meet
the provider's engineering requirements.
o There’s a compatible communications tower within 0.16 miles from the Proposed Tower
Location
6-b-5-ii: Existing towers and structures are not of a sufficient height to meet the provider's
engineering requirements.
o Information previously provided by Mr. Ryan Maloney representing SBA Monarch Towers
suggests that the existing tower can be modified to accommodate the height specifications.
6-b-5-iii: Existing towers or structures do not have sufficient structural strength to support the
provider's proposed antenna requirements.
o Information previously provided by Mr. Ryan Maloney representing SBA Monarch Towers
suggest that the existing tower can support the structural requirements.
6-b-5-vi: The applicant demonstrates other limiting factors that render existing towers or structures
unsuitable.
o Information previously provided by Mr. Ryan Maloney representing SBA Monarch Towers
suggest no limiting factors.
6-c: For residential areas or districts the applicant must demonstrate to the satisfaction of the
County that service cannot be provided from outside the residential area and that no alternative
locations are available.
o | am confident there are alternative industrial/ commercial locations available less than ¥
mile away from the Proposed Location. The existing tower, which is on commercial

property, has provided optimum service to date.

2. Appearance and Compatibility

We are concerned about the aesthetics and visual pollution it will bring to our residential neighborhood.

It’s my understanding the proposed tower is intended to camouflage its aesthetic impact on the landscape

by making it resemble a tree, however, it will most do the opposite. My experience with camouflaged cell

phone towers most looks like what an alien from a treeless planet might create if told to imagine a tree.

Furthermore, the Proposed Tower will measure 160 feet, which is significantly higher than the tallest tree



near the Proposed Location or anywhere in the neighborhood. According to the ordinance outlined under
Section 11 - Public Service Facility Overlay District 6-d-4 the structure shall have minimal visual and
functional conflict between the proposed use and nearby neighborhood uses. The Proposed Tower
dimensions are clearly not compatible with the surrounding land use due to its extreme visual impact.
Consequently, this further suggests the request for the new Proposed Tower should not be granted as it

doesn’t satisfy the ordinances as specified.

3. Property Value
We are also concerned that cell phone towers negatively affect adjacent property values. Research
indicates that over 90% of home buyers and renters are less interested in properties near cell towers and
would pay less for a property in close vicinity to cellular antennas. Documentation of a price drop up to
20% is found in multiple surveys and published articles.
The US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) long considers cell towers as “Hazards and

Nuisances.”

4. Environmental & Health
We are very concerned about the long term, Environmental/Health concerns a 5G cell tower could have on
the residents, their families, pets, and nature. Despite widespread denial, the evidence that radio
frequency radiation is harmful to life is already overwhelming. Over 25,000 peer reviewed studies
document the harmful impacts of wireless radiation on public health and nature. Some health effects
include neurological and cognitive impairment, asthma, heart problems, sleep problems, learning and
memory disorders, ringing in ears, headaches, fatigue, increased cancer risk and more. Current 2G/3G/4G
infrastructure is already deploying microwave radiation (MWR) that’s subjecting the public, wildlife, and
the environment to 24 / 7 / 365 long term involuntary exposure to harmful emissions that are a threat to
all biological life. 5G will substantially increase exposure to radiofrequency electromagnetic fields RF-EMF,

that has been proven to be harmful to all biological life and the environment.

5. Safety
We are also concerned about the very real danger of tower collapse, and the potential to cause harms
such as property damage, and personal injury or death to anyone who might be unlucky enough to be near

the Proposed Tower when it fails. Unlike telephone poles, which consist of one solid piece of wood, cell



phone towers are constructed of multiple individual components, the failure of one or more of which can
cause a complete structural failure, and concomitant collapse. Some of the most common areas and
elements of failure which result in the collapse of cell towers are baseplates, flanges, joints, bolts and guy
wires. In some cases, cell phone towers have caught fire. With a simple visit to Youtube, you can watch
multiple videos of a cell phone tower burning as it collapsed to the ground. Even their foundations have

the capacity to fail.

In conclusion, from the information and concerns highlighted, there’s no considerable justification for the
construction of a new 160’ communication tower in our residential neighborhood. There is a viable
solution available which presents a win-win for the cell service providers and the neighborhood.
Conversely, if the Planning and Zoning Commission decides to rule in favor of the applicant, we are
prepared to put together a class action lawsuit against the county, against the temple, and against T-
Mobile to protect our homestead, neighborhood, health, and environment. To further support our
standing, | have attached a copy of the petition that has garnered more than 116 signatures (Exhibit A) in
addition to over 12 paper petitions signed by neighbors that are in close proximity to the Proposed

Location. The hand signed paper petitions will be presented at the hearing on June 14,

For these reasons, we humbly request the Commission’s consideration to deny the rezoning request and
the construction of a new 160‘monopole communication tower on Temple Beth David Jewish Center, Inc.’s
property, located east of Linden Road, south of Antelope Street, and North of Feather Street Spring Hill, FL
34609, parcel number 835225.

Sincerelv.

Kurt E. Bauwens

2131 Maximilian Ave.

Spring Hili, FL 34609
kbauwens@tampabay.rr.com

Enclosures:
Exhibit A — Signed Petition
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started this petition

The Hernando Count Planning and Zoning Commission had their 1st hearing on May 9th @
9am and is currently considering the a zoning amendment for an overlay for the
installation of a 160-foot tall cell phone tower in a residential neighborhood. This lease
would be at the request of Temple Beth David Jewish Center who is the applicant. The
proposed site is the location on the corner of Linden Drive and Feather street on the
property of the Temple Beth David Jewish Center. This is not just the tower but all the
antennae array and associated operational equipment. The 2nd and final hearing is
scheduled on the proposal on june 14, 2022 at 9am at Hernando County Government
Center, 20 North Main Street, Room 160, Brooksville Florida.

There are a number of residential homes in close proximity to the proposed location. The
160-foot tall tower is incompatible with the neighborhood aesthetics. Although it is
intended to resemble a tree, it is clearly not one as it will sit high above the current tree line.
This will undoubtedly be an eyesore to the surrounding neighbors . These are the same
neighbors who purchased a home in a nice rural area. The last thing they ever thought they
would be dealing with is a 160" commercial structure going up in their backyard. These
homeowners should have a say as to whether a large structure like this gets installed in
their neighborhood. Cell phone towers have no place in residential neighborhoods and

their installation should be strictly restricted to commercial areas.

The proposed cell phone tower will certainly have a negative effect on home prices in the
surrounding area. Studies such as the Bond and Hue Proximate Impact Study concluded
close proximity to a cell tower reduced price by 15% on average. The Bond and Wang
Transaction-Based Market Study reflected price reductions between 20.7% and 21%.

Lastly, and most importantly, is the health risk this may pose to the homeowners and their
young families in the surrounding area. The Telecommunications Act of 1996 prevents
States and local governments from considering the potential adverse health impacts of RF

radiation from cell towers when reviewing zoning applications. However, there are
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numerous studies that show continued exposure to RF radiation from cell towers can cause
adverse health impacts such as cancer and leukemia, among others. It has also been stated
that children are the most susceptible to these dangers. My children, and my neighbors

children, should not be exposed to this potential hazard while they should be safe at home.

Please join me in asking the Hernando County Planning and Zoning Commission to deny
the application to put a cell tower at the corner of Linden Drive and Feather Street, as well
as any future request for a cell tower located in a residential area.

q Start a petition of your own
) This petition starter stood up and took action. Will you do the same?

Report a policy violation

https://www.change.org/p/prevent-cell-tower-construction-rezoning-on-linden-and-feather-street Page 3 of 4



Petition - Prevent Cell Tower Construction { rezoning) on Linden Drive. and Feather Street - Change.org 6/10/22, 3:20 PM

COMPANY COMMUNITY
About Blog
Impact Press
Careers

Team

SUPPORT CONNECT
Help Twitter
Guides Facebook
Privacy Instagram
Policies

Cookies

lEninsh (United States)

.1)

https://www.change.org/p/prevent-ceil-tower-construction-rezoning-on-linden-and-feather-street Page 4 of 4



