
Hernando County

Board of County Commissioners 
Workshop

John Law Ayers Commission Chambers, Room 160
20 North Main Street, Brooksville, FL  34601

Fire Rescue Assessment Rates and Fertilizer

Agenda

Tuesday, May 2, 2023 -  9:00 A.M.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, PERSONS WITH 
DISABILITIES NEEDING A SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS 
PROCEEDING SHOULD CONTACT COLLEEN CONKO, HERNANDO COUNTY 
ADMINISTRATION, 15470 FLIGHT PATH DRIVE, BROOKSVILLE, FLORIDA 34604, (352) 
754-4002. IF HEARING IMPAIRED, PLEASE CALL 1-800-676-3777.

If a person decides to appeal any quasi-judicial decision made by the Hernando County 
Board of County Commissioners with respect to any matter considered at such hearing 
or meeting, he or she will need a record of the proceeding, and that, for such purpose, 
he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceeding is made, which 
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

UPCOMING MEETINGS:

The Board of County Commissioners' next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 9, 
2023, beginning at 9:00 A.M., in the John Law Ayers County Commission Chambers, Room 
160.

A. CALL TO ORDER

1. Invocation

2. Pledge of Allegiance

B. APPROVAL OF WORKSHOP AGENDA (Limited to Board and Staff)

C. COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR JEFFREY ROGERS

* Entry of Proof of Publication into the Record

Presentation Regarding Fire Assessment Municipal Service Benefit Unit 
(MSBU) and Emergency Medical Services Municipal Service Taxing Unit 
(MSTU) Rates

12148

D. CITIZENS' COMMENTS (Yellow sheets are not required for speakers.)

E. 12:00 PM RECESS FOR LUNCH

F. 1:00 PM RECONVENE WORKSHOP
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Agenda May 2, 2023Fire Rescue Assessment 
Rates and Fertilizer

G. COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR JEFFREY ROGERS

Workshop Regarding Potential Revisions to Ordinance No. 2013-34 
Expanding Restrictions on Fertilizer Application

12182

H. CITIZENS' COMMENTS (Yellow sheets are not required for speakers.)

I. ADJOURNMENT
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Meeting: 05/02/2023
Department: HCFRD

Prepared By: Kelly Trout
Initiator: Paul Hasenmeier

DOC ID: 12148
Legal Request Number: 

Bid/Contract Number: 

Board of County Commissioners 
Workshop

AGENDA ITEM

Presentation Regarding Fire Assessment Municipal Service Benefit Unit (MSBU) and 
Emergency Medical Services Municipal Service Taxing Unit (MSTU) Rates

TITLE

BRIEF OVERVIEW
Hernando County Fire and Emergency Services contracted with Raftelis Financial 
Consultants, Inc., to perform a comprehensive update of the County’s current fire assessment 
Municipal Service Benefit Unit (MSBU) and EMS Municipal Service Taxing Unit (MSTU) rates.  
Raftelis Financial Consultants, Inc., will be presenting their findings and will request the Board 
to give direction for any rate adjustments.

FINANCIAL IMPACT
MSBU rate adjustments would be recognized in the Fiscal Year 2024 budgets.

LEGAL NOTE
NA

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the Board provide direction for new rate adjustments.   If the Board 
directs staff to increase rates, a public hearing will be scheduled in June.

Paul Hasenmeier Approved 04/15/2023   3:58 PM
Toni Brady Approved 04/25/2023  10:55 AM
Pamela Hare Approved 04/25/2023   1:15 PM
Heidi Kurppe Approved 04/26/2023  10:25 AM
Scott Herring Approved 04/26/2023  10:36 AM
Jeffrey Rogers Approved 04/26/2023   2:43 PM
Colleen Conko Approved 04/26/2023   2:45 PM

REVIEW PROCESS
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Meeting: 05/02/2023
Department: Utilities

Prepared By: Alys Brockway
Initiator: Gordon Onderdonk

DOC ID: 12182
Legal Request Number: 

Bid/Contract Number: 

Board of County Commissioners 
Workshop

AGENDA ITEM

Workshop Regarding Potential Revisions to Ordinance No. 2013-34 Expanding Restrictions 
on Fertilizer Application

TITLE

BRIEF OVERVIEW
Weeki Wachee Springs and River are currently impaired due to excessive nitrates. In a 
response to the 2016 Florida Aquifer and Springs Protection Act, The Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (FDEP) implemented a Basin Management Action Plan (BMAP), 
which identified a maximum load of nitrates that the Weeki Wachee Spring could sustain 
environmentally, with a 20-year goal to reduce the nitrates below this mandated level.

As identified in the BMAP, fertilizers are one of the largest contributing sources of nitrate 
pollution in the Weeki Wachee system. In an effort to improve water quality and reduce the 
amount of nitrates affecting Weeki Wachee Springs, a revision to the current fertilizer 
ordinance is being considered. This workshop will cover several items within the fertilizer 
ordinance, including adding seasonal restrictions where nitrogen fertilizer may not be applied, 
inclusion of slow-release nitrogen requirement, and broadening of fertilizer exclusion zones 
from water bodies.

FINANCIAL IMPACT
N/A

LEGAL NOTE
N/A

RECOMMENDATION
The Board review the items presented, and provide direction to staff regarding any proposed 
revisions to Hernando County’s Fertilizer Ordinance.

Gordon Onderdonk Approved 04/24/2023   4:09 PM
Scott Herring Approved 04/25/2023   7:40 AM
Jeffrey Rogers Approved 04/27/2023   9:30 AM
Heidi Kurppe Approved 04/27/2023  12:51 PM
Colleen Conko Approved 04/27/2023   1:13 PM

REVIEW PROCESS
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Goal of this Ordinance: Prevent nutrient pollution from nitrogen and 
phosphorus in fertilizer from entering natural water bodies.
Where the ordinance applies: All landscape areas, including plants, trees 
and turfgrass.
Who the ordinance applies to: All fertilizer applicators within 
unincorporated Hernando County.
Compliance Calendar Dates:
December 1 through March 31 and June 1 through September 30
• Fertilizer with nitrogen and phosphorus are prohibited from application.
April 1 through May 31 and October 1 through November 30
• If using nitrogen fertilizer, at least 50% N must be slow release.
• Apply zero phosphorus unless a soil test shows a deficiency.
All Year
• Do not apply fertilizer containing nitrogen before seeding or sodding a site,

and for the first 30 days after seeding or sodding.
• Broadcast spreaders must be equipped with deflector shield.
• Keep spilled fertilizer, grass clippings, and lawn debris off pavement and

away from storm drain inlets. Collect and manage for proper disposal or
reapply landscape.

Application Setbacks:
• Broaden the exclusion zone to protect water bodies.
Training and Licensing Requirements
• Show proof that GI-BMP course was completed.
• Commercial applicators are required to possess a valid FDACS Limited

Commercial Fertilizer Applicator Certificate.

Hernando County

FERTILIZER
MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE

Questions or Comments? Reach out at fertilizer@hernandocounty.us
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Ashley Hofecker

From: County Ordinances <CountyOrdinances@dos.myflorida.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2013 1:43 PM
To: Ashley Hofecker
Cc: County Ordinances
Subject: RE: Hernando County Ordinances
Attachments: Hernando 2013-34 - Ack.pdf

From: Ashley Hofecker [mailto:ahofecker@co.hernando.fl.us]
Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2013 11:40 AM 
To: County Ordinances 
Subject: Hernando County Ordinances

Sender Full Name: Ashley Hofecker
Sender Phone number: 352-754-4716

County Name: Hernando
Ordinance Number: 2013-34

Ashley Hofecker
Deputy Clerk
Hernando County Clerk of Circuit Court
20 N. Main Street, Room 131
Brooksville, FL 34601
(352) 754-4716
ahofecker@hernandocounty.us
www.hernandoclerk.com 

Please note: Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Most written communications to or from 
the Clerk’s Office are public records available to anyone upon request. Your e-mail, including your e-
mail address, may therefore, be subject to public disclosure.

@ItsWorkingFL 
Right-click here to download 
pictures.  To help protect your  
privacy, Outlook prevented 
auto matic downlo ad o f this  
picture from the Internet.
What's Working Today

The Department of State is leading the commemoration of Florida's 500th anniversary 
in 2013.For more information, please go to http://www.vivaflorida.org

The Department of State is committed to excellence. 
Please take our Customer Satisfaction Survey.

Right-click here to download 
pictures.  To help protect your  
privacy, Outlook prevented 
auto matic downlo ad o f this  
picture from the Internet.
VivaFlorida500
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RICK SCOTT 
Governor 

     KEN DETZNER 
   Secretary of State 

 

 R. A. Gray Building    500 South Bronough Street     Tallahassee, Florida  32399-0250 
Telephone:  (850) 245-6270    Facsimile:  (850) 488-9879 

www.dos.state.fl.us 
 

 
 
November 14, 2013 
 
 
 
Honorable Don Barbee Jr. 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
Hernando County 
Room 131, 20 North Main Street 
Brooksville, Florida  34601-2800 
 
Attention: Ms. Ashley Hofecker, Deputy Clerk 
 
Dear Mr. Barbee: 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, this will acknowledge receipt of your 
electronic copy of Hernando County Ordinance No. 2013-34, which was filed in this office on November 
14, 2013. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Liz Cloud 
Program Administrator 
 
LC/elr 
 
Enclosure 
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