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LAND USE AND ENVIRONMENTAL DISPUTE RESOLUTION ACT 
SPECIAL MAGISTRATE HEARING 

REQUEST FOR RELIEF APPLICATION H-25-20

Casey Cane/ 
The Bauen Group, Inc., 

Petitioners, 

v.  Application H-25-20 
6191 Lockhart Road 

HERNANDO COUNTY BOARD  Brooksville, FL 34602 
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  

Respondent.
/ 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF SPECIAL MAGISTRATE 
PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTES § 70.51 

BACKGROUND SUMMARY 

The Parties met in one mediation session on December 4, 2025, to explore 

possible solutions to the contested issues arising at the Public Hearing held by 

Hernando County Board of County Commissioners (“Board”) on September 2, 

2025, denying the rezoning request.  In accordance with § 70.51 Florida Statutes, 

the mediation session was attended by other interested members of the public. 

At the conclusion of the December 4, 2025 mediation, the Parties were able 

to identify a revised project that satisfactorily address the issues raised at the 

September 2, 2025 hearing (the “Revised Project”).   The Revised Project details are 

listed below, and included in the attached plans. 
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REVISED PROJECT 

A PDP (NC) Planned Development Project (Neighborhood Commercial) with 

specific C-1 uses and deviations with corresponding performance standards as 

provided for in Exhibit “A” incorporated hereto.  The master plan referenced in 

paragraph 14 of Exhibit “A” is attached as Exhibit “B” and incorporated herein. 

CONCLUSION 

Pursuant to Section 70.51, Florida Statutes, the first responsibility of the 

Special Magistrate is to facilitate the resolution of matters in disagreement.  To that 

end, the mediation sessions were informal in nature and directed towards both full 

and complete discussion of the issues and identification of acceptable terms and 

solutions to all those interested and appearing.  The Revised Project appear to 

address the prior concerns raised by the Board, and further addresses any legitimate 

concerns that have been raised by either Party and members of the public who 

participated in the Section 70.51 process.   Therefore, it is the recommendation of 

the Special Magistrate that the Board favorably consider the Revised Project. 

Scott I. Steady 
Florida Bar No.  614173 
Special Magistrate  
Dated:  April 23, 2025 
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